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Greetings, Friends!

As we begin to anticipate fall, often it seems 
gardeners are tugged in two different directions: 
winding down to the end of the growing season 

and planting for the next.  Nevertheless, it is time to reassess, replant and recycle 
plants to share with friends. 

As the favorite season of many, fall is a time for reflection and celebration 
for Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens. The spring and summer seasons, 
our busiest seasons, boast the success of our special programs and events. 
With our current membership numbers topping over 700 members, our Friends 
organization continues to grow and thrive.  Our seasonal events such as the 
series of plant sales that began in the early spring and were held throughout the 
summer; the monthly gatherings for “On the Terrace at 5!” featuring wine and jazz 
on the Cafe patio; and our greatest event, ‘The Annual Summer Garden Party’, 
are a reflection of the hard work and dedication of our board, staff and volunteers. 
Traditionally held on the last Friday in July, this year’s Garden Party was a 
sellout!   With the commitment and support of our sponsors and members, we are 
pleased to announce a very successful summer season which is a positive way 
to ensure our continued efforts to promote, preserve and maintain these beautiful 
botanical gardens.

Contributions from this year’s Summer Garden Party will be used to support 
the new Children’s Garden project which is to be constructed adjacent to the 
Margaret Cushwa Outdoor Education Pavilion.  The exciting and elaborate 
plans for this project promise to provide children with a “hands on” experience 
designed to inspire curiosity and cultivate a widespread appreciation of gardening.  
Estimated by Mill Creek MetroParks to be a $3 million project when completed, 
Friends is proud to designate this year’s annual Summer Garden Party as a 
fundraiser for this project.

Anticipating the changing of the leaves and the beautiful Ohio fall color, autumn 
trees refuse to go unnoticed.  Even on the dreariest of days, they sometimes give 
the appearance of sunshine, helping to ease us into the winter season.   As 
you plan your fall visit to Fellows Riverside Gardens, don›t forget to look up 
the katsura tree, located at the north end of the gazebo.  This tree is reported 
to have a scent of cotton candy/burnt sugar in the fall.  If you are considering 
‘tree planting season’, remember the quote: “the best time to plant a tree is 30 
years ago.  The second-best time is now!”  

Happy Fall!
The Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens 

Newsletter Editorial Team:  Jim Houck, Scott Lanz, Denise Stewart, Janet Yaniglos, Mary Ann Navarro, 
Sarah Lowry, Bill Mullane

Cover and inside photos: Scott Lanz

Friends Office: 330.740.7116, extension 213 or email us at info@friendsoffellows.org

To become a member of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
visit www.friendsoffellows.org.
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Since 1988, the Friends have been dedicated to 

the promotion, improvement and preservation of 

Fellows Riverside Gardens, a free public garden, 

through advocacy and fundraising.  As a non-profit 

501(c)3 organization, the Friends are independent of 

the Gardens and Mill Creek MetroParks, yet work in 

steady collaboration with them to sponsor events and 

programs and to fund large-scale garden projects.
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FALL LECTURES

September Fall Lectures for the
Backyard Gardener by Kathleen Krantz

Davis Center Hosts Potential Development’s 
First-Ever Prom

and Rock Gardening: 
Reimagining a Classic Style. 
He is a regular contributor 
to gardening magazines 
like Fine Gardening, and 
is the editor of the North 
American Rock Garden 
Society quarterly journal. He 
currently lives and gardens 
in South Bend, Ind., with his 
husband, two cats, a dog, 
and a truly excessive number 
of plants.

Reservations not required 
but suggested so that we 
can plan seating. Please call 
and leave your name and 
number attending with the 
receptionist at 330.740.2116 
ext 230.

These programs are 
sponsored by the John and 
Doris Andrew Educational 
Endowment and Friends of 
Fellows Riverside Gardens. 

Join us on Wednesday September 14 at the Davis Center’s 
Rossi Auditorium to hear 2 FREE lectures by Joseph 
Tychonievich.

Lecture 1: 11 am – Noon.  Great, Non-wimpy Plants You 
Don’t Already Grow.
There are tons of great plants out there, but so often we end 
up growing the same old hostas and daylilies and daffodils 
year after year. This talk will introduce you to some exciting 
plants that are off the beaten path but still give great, easy 
garden performance. Whether you have dry shade, soggy sun, 
or anything in between you’ll come away from this talk with 
some exciting new ideas for your garden.

Lecture 2: 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm.  Confessions of a Plant Nerd
Whether it is driving home from the nursery with a plant in 
your lap because you bought too many or planning a vacation 
around seeing a rare wildflower in bloom, gardeners get up to 
some crazy things. In this talk, I’ll share some favorite stories 
from my life nerding out over plants that’ll make you laugh... 
and you might just learn something along the way too.

About the speaker: Joseph Tychonievich is a life-long lover 
of plants and gardening. He got his degree in horticulture from 
Ohio State University and went on to work for specialty rare 
plant nurseries in Japan and Michigan. Joseph is the author of 
several books, including The Comic Book Guide to Growing 
Food: Step-by-Step Vegetable Gardening for Everyone 

Fellows Riverside Gardens has become a favorite 
destination for students and staff at Potential 
Development School for Students with Autism.

This year, the Rossi Auditorium inside the Davis Center 
was the site of the school’s first high school prom. About 
40 juniors and seniors from the school picked a theme, 
voted for prom king and queen, and got all dressed up 
for the occasion. As did nearly all the high school staff 
and administration, who were equally as excited to be 
part of the event.

“We love being part of the community, and the Gardens 
allow us to do that,” said Jodi Harmon, Potential 
Development’s director of marketing and special events. 
The Davis Center staff is always so accommodating, 
as we do have students with special needs. The space 
downstairs is beautiful, intimate, and big enough to have 
the event yet small enough to contain everyone.”

Confessions of a plant nerd.



GARDEN SPOTLIGHT

As the bright smile of summer sunshine fades and 
shadows lengthen their reach, it is time to begin the 
bittersweet work of welcoming autumn’s inevitable 

arrival. Flowerbeds are tucked in and put to rest. Sweaters 
and slacks return to our wardrobes. Iced beverages are traded 
in for hand-warming hot drinks like cider or hot chocolate. 
Lush green scenes become gilded as if plants have been 
pruned by Midas–yellows and golds begin to dominate our 
landscapes. The smell of sweet 
flowers is replaced by the subtle 
scent of decaying leaves on the 
now much cooler breeze. 

The transition to a new season 
is experienced with every sense. 
Every season. Every year.

However, although the approach 
of autumn marks the end of 
summer and the growing season, 
many gardeners and growers may 
view the fall as a point in time that 
signals new beginnings. It is a 
time that encourages us to plan, 
to reflect, to reimagine, to dream.

Within Fellows Riverside Gardens 
this fall, there is a lot of planning, 
reflecting, reimagining, and 
dreaming going on. 

A Reimagined 
Children’s Garden
In mid-July, Mill Creek MetroParks 
announced an ambitious 
multi-phase plan that would 
completely re-envision the Children’s Garden, making it “the 
largest [project] in more than 20 years for the Mahoning 
Valley landmark.” The project has already begun with the 
construction of the Margaret Cushwa Education Building, 
which began in 2020 and is nearing completion. In the next 
phase of the project, the Children’s Garden will grow from 
one garden site to five gardens, each with unique features 
to capture and engage young explorers’ curiosity about the 
natural world. Russell + Mills of Fort Collins, Colorado, was 
selected to design the new Children’s Gardens project.

This $3 million investment in the new Children’s Garden 
project is one part of Mill Creek MetroParks $20 million 
capital campaign. Projects like the Children’s Garden, and 
more recently the renovation of Ford Nature Center, have 
been carefully and intentionally planned to truly transform the 
park by nurturing the seeds that have been planted over the 
decades and providing them with the resources they need to 
grow and flourish.

What’s Growing? The New Children’s Garden! 
“To plant in a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” – Audrey Hepurn         By Sarah Lowry

Both of these investments in “edutainment”-centered projects 
provide the next generation of explorers new ways “to learn 
through play—to get their hands dirty and develop pride in 
their hometown,” says Aaron Young, Mill Creek MetroParks 
Executive Director.

More, Better, Bolder
When asked what inspired this 
more aspirational approach 
to revisiting the vision for 
the new Children’s Garden, 
Young shared that he saw this 
project, like the Ford Nature 
Center, as an opportunity to 
“bring in fresh sets of eyes, 
minds, and perspectives.” 
He continued to explain that 
the Children’s Garden was 
another opportunity to show the 
community that more, better, 
bolder is possible in the context 
of park improvements. And, 
this was another opportune 
moment to maximize the impact 
of investments in the project 
to the benefit of park visitors, 
community partners, and donors.  

“Mill Creek MetroParks is 
working through an exciting 
capital campaign that’s 
creating new opportunities for 
engagement and education as 
well as making the park look 
more modern and attractive,” 
Young reflected. 

Everyone who grew up in the Mahoning Valley has a memory 
of Mill Creek MetroParks—many rooted in events and 
experiences in Fellows Riverside Gardens. Myself included. 
Though the look of the new Children’s Garden will be very 
different, Young ensures visitors that the sense of “wonder 
and exploration” will remain anchored in place.

But, not everyone who holds on to these picture-perfect 
memories—captured in photographs featured in the famous 
calendars sold in the Davis Center’s Gift Shop— have been 
able to experience the Park in the present. Oftentimes the last 
visit was closer to when the memory was made, which may 
be as far in the past as several decades ago. Young hopes 
projects like the Ford Nature Center and the Children’s Garden 
can change that.

Projects like these that are approached with planning and 
purpose can create new spaces and situations for visitors 
to learn, to explore, and to be inspired. The desire is for 

Overall Concept Plan, including following 5 gardens: Harvest, Stream, 
Forest, Wonder Room and Hummock Lawn.
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transformational projects like these to draw people back, or 
in for the first time. Young shared that he knows that projects 
like the Children’s Garden will be successful when, “there 
are more people at the Gardens—there are more people who 
have that picture in their office [of the Park or the Gardens] 
from when they grow up.” But instead of saying, “I wish I was 
there,” they will proudly say, “I was just there.”

Mill Creek MetroParks continues to be a cherished treasure for 
Youngstown and the Mahoning Valley, with Fellows Riverside 
Gardens occupying a special place as the crown jewel. The 
Children’s Garden project affords the community here in 
the Mahoning Valley a rare chance to dig into a project that 
will add even more value to the Gardens, the Park, and the 
region. Already attracting “400,000 visitors annually, a project 
like this will hopefully double that number,” says Chris Litton, 
Development Director for Mill Creek MetroParks.

Donors Welcome
Good news, the buzz about the Children’s Garden project 
is spreading—including at this year’s Garden Party where 
over 300 guests and sponsors raised $48,000 to contribute 
toward the project. There’s also been quite a bit of interest 
from donors after the Business Journal article was published 
in July—a shorter response time than fundraising efforts for 
the Ford Nature Center project. If you or anyone you know are 
interested in supporting the Children’s Garden project, Litton 
is eager to talk with you. 

The Mill Creek Park Foundation recently opened an office at 
the Gardens. Anyone interested in making a contribution can 
stop in when Davis Center is open, or they can contact  Litton 
at 330-718-2699 or clitton@millcreekmetroparks.org. 

Fellows Riverside Gardens remains committed to being the 
community’s botanical gardens, available and accessible for 
all to enjoy. It is important for the community to respond and 
reciprocate this kind of commitment if rare gems like Fellows 
are to remain in place for future generations to enjoy. 

As Audrey Hepburn reminds us, “to plant a garden is to 
believe in tomorrow.” So, let’s use this time of planting and 
planning to make sure the garden we have loved for so long 
receives the love and support it deserves to become an even 
brighter, bolder, and more beautiful beacon for our community.

5
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The stars came out, as did the 
community, on a picture-perfect July 
evening for the annual Summer Garden 
Party. This year’s theme: Butterfly 
Kisses for Garden Wishes.

Phyllis Jeanne Simeone and her team 
of volunteers knocked it out of the 

MetroPark with a well-planned, first-
class event that drew 325 guests, more 
than two dozen sponsors and raised 
nearly $48,000 for the new Children’s 
Garden. 

In her third year as chairwoman, 
Simeone said the uniqueness of the 

GARDEN PARTY

Social Butterflies:
Garden Party Raises $48K for Children’s Garden 
During Picturesque July Evening by Jim Houck
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event inspires the planning committee 
to outdo themselves each time.

“There’s nothing else like this in 
Youngstown,” she said, referring to 
the lush garden backdrop and historic 
Gardens gazebos. “You want it to be a 
very special evening for the community. 

2022 Volunteers
& Committees

2022 Garden Party Volunteers
Linda Evans

Cynthia Fouts

Elaine Klempay

Cheryl McIntyre

Colleen Morgan

Eric Morgan

Linda Oma

Sue Sylak

Susan Wojtowicz

Bernie Zets

2022 Garden Party Committee     
Jeanne Simeone – Chairperson
Sue Berny

Diane Hephner

Kathleen Krantz

Linda McNally

Talva Maslach

Carole Sankovich 

And Friends Board Members: 

Denise Stewart, Andy Detesco, 

Emily Huggins, Marcus Masters, 

Deb Metzger, Gene Pusateri 

and Chris Soller
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The Park did a lot to get the Gardens 
ready for us. Everything was beautiful.”

The evening started with a welcome 
beverage and cocktail hour in the 
Kidston Pavilion before transitioning to 
a catered dinner, music by “Rudy and 
the Professionals” and dancing under 

the moonlight shadows of the Beeghly 
Gazebo. 

Simeone credits the event’s volunteers 
and special attentiveness to detail by 
Friends operations manager Kathleen 
Krantz for making the Garden Party 
such a success. She confirmed it will 

be back again next year on the last 
Friday of July.

Thank You Garden 
Party Sponsors

Diamond    
Anonymous    
William Mullane    
   
Gold
Covelli Enterprises
The DeBartolo Corporation  
Fred Martin
Karl Christopher Soller and 
     John Curry
Sweeney Buick GMC Truck
Janet Yaniglos and Clyde Morris 
    
Silver
Akron Children’s Hospital
Boardman Rotary
John L Dunne & Jenifer Lloyd  
     Family Foundation
Harrington, Hoppe & Mitchell, LTD
Phantom Fireworks
Premier Bank Foundation  
   
Bronze
Beard Pension Services Inc
Braydich Dental
Alex Downie and Sons Co.
Masters & Jorgensen, Inc.
Packer Thomas
Penguin City Brewing
Rossi Business Transition
     Solutions
John and Jeanne Simeone
Rose Marie Smith
Stifel
Jim and Ellen Tressel
United Returning Citizens
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GARDEN TOURS

Why Friends Love Garden Travel  by Janet Yaniglos
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2022 has been an exhilarating 
garden-touring year for Friends. 
The April “Springtime in the 

Countryside” trip to Holmes County 
and the surrounding Amish towns 
and greenhouses gave travelers the 
opportunity to take in the beauty of 
spring planting and ‘Amish country’ 
life. Many bought plants from Amish 
growers, filling the bus luggage area with 
the promise of beautiful flowers for their 
home gardens.

Summer’s daytrip was to central Ohio 
gardens. The morning stop at the private 
Schnormeier Gardens, tucked in the 
farmed hills around Gambier, astonished 
and delighted us all. Imagine green 
hillsides dipping down to lily ponds … 
streams and small waterfalls winding 
from a Japanese tea house through 
rock beds and sculpture gardens to 
a peaceful, picture-perfect lake … 
hundreds of rare conifers and evergreens 
dotting the landscape. 

Schnormeier Gardens

Ted Schnormeier charmed us with 
stories of how he and his wife built these 
gardens and waterways over decades. 
From this private garden, the tour group 
traveled north to Mansfield’s Kingwood 
Garden Center. We had a fine lunch 
alongside its bricked herb garden, and 
walked with a fascinating guide through 
its many landscapes and lush flower 
beds. Supper was an hour away in 
Wadsworth at The Galaxy Restaurant. 
Our travels always include stops at 

unique restaurants known for their fine 
food, and this one did not disappoint! 
The photos included within this article 
are all from our summer excursion.

Fall’s garden beauty will be marked by a 
late September 3-day trip, “Gardens & 
Autumn Highlights at the Finger Lakes.” 
The gardens to be visited on this trip are 
Cornell Botanic Gardens (part of Cornell 
University’s science and research efforts) 
and Sonnenberg Historic Gardens 
on Canandaigua Lake. Cayuga and 
Seneca Lakes are the two other Finger 
Lakes we’ll experience, taking in the 
tallest waterfalls east of the Mississippi 
(Taughannock Falls) and Watkins Glen’s 
gorge trail with native plantings and 19 
waterfalls. An afternoon at Corning’s 
Museum of Glass, a special evening 
supper at Glenora Wine Cellars, and 
the picturesque backdrop of charming 

towns and lakeside views promise to 
add to a memorable experience of 
autumn, gardens and nature’s beauty in 
upstate New York.

Upcoming Finger Lakes trip

Forty-one passengers are joining in 
the Finger Lakes trip. It is the 32nd 
Friends-sponsored garden tour since 
2008. A volunteer committee of Friends, 
committed to fostering the Friends 
mission of advocacy for Fellows 
Riverside Gardens, has designed and 
coordinated all trips since 2016. There’s 
no better way to advocate for our own 
community’s gardens than through 
experiencing how gardens everywhere 
strive to educate and serve the public. 
Making possible the guided discovery 
of gardens across Ohio and nearby 
states has been our passion. Nearly 
600 people have traveled with Friends 
since 2016, and that’s despite the 2-year 
hiatus in traveling because of COVID. 
These 14 tours have taken participants 
to Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, Michigan 
and Chicago, throughout Ohio and even 
to Niagara Falls.  

We’re unsure of where 2023 will take 
us, but many gardens beckon! Each 
of our tours draws a third or more new 
travelers, an indicator to Friends that our 
advocacy is working. We welcome both 
new faces and old friends! Consider 
joining us next year as we renew 
our travels in pursuit of learning and 
experiencing the beauty and delight of 
gardens. 



STAFF/MEMBER PROFILES
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Meet Emily Protain, a new addition 
to the team at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. Emily joined the staff 

as a part-time receptionist this June. Born 
and raised in Struthers, Emily graduated 
from South Range High School and is 
currently a junior at YSU studying Biology. 

Emily has loved all areas of Mill Creek 
MetroParks since she was a young child, 
and when made aware of the opening 
at the Davis Center saw it as a great 
opportunity to share her love of the parks 
with visitors. 

Janice and her husband Frederick “Fritz” Coombs are very 
active members of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens. 
They have been married for 40 years and reside in Liberty 

where they raised their two now-adult children. 

Janice has been with Friends as a volunteer since 2013 off 
of a recommendation from her neighbor, Janet Yaniglos. She 
loves the outdoors and has plenty of energy. Janice loves the 
Gardens and regularly volunteers for annual events such as 
plant sales, the pumpkin walk and much more. Janice has also 
helped decorate the Davis Center for the Winter Celebration.

This hands-on volunteer, who is retired aft er a career in 
industrial sales and substitute teaching, can be seen planting, 
weeding and doing maintenance in the Gardens often. This 
summer, she volunteered alongside Stan Vuletich and Linda 
Grubb on Tuesdays in the dahlia garden. Janice also helped 
plant the many tulips and daffodils in the fall. She is eagerly 
waiting for the opening of the Children’s Garden in 2023. 

Fritz is best known for his role as Seamus O’Foole the Magical 
Leprechaun at Kravitz Cafe’s “Lunch with the Leprechaun.” He 
has performed his comedy and magic act at the Davis Center 
every St. Patrick’s Day since 2017. Fritz is a retired corporate 
attorney. He enjoys golfing in the Mill Creek MetroParks Senior 
Men’s League. 

Together, Fritz and Janice are looking forward to a trip to 
Kodiak, Alaska in the coming months.

Gardens Staff Spotlight: 
Greet Receptionist Emily Protain

Member Profile:
Janice and Fritz Coombs by Mary Ann Navarro

“I love to stroll the gardens here at Fellows 
during my breaks and at the end of the day; 
something is always changing. I also love to 
hear the stories from visitors who stop by to 
share their memories,” she said.

Emily is an amateur photographer, 
specializing in outdoor floral and plant 
photos. She is also an avid reader and 
professional baseball fan who once met 
Francisco “Mr. Smile” Lindor. 

Welcome Emily! We wish you well in your 
new role at the Visitors Center.

7

We would like to thank the Coombs’ for everything they do for 
the Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens!
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CLASS SCHEDULE

Note: For more information on any of these events or classes or to register online please go to www.millcreekmetroparks.org 
or call 330-740-7116 and speak to a receptionist.

Please note – Registration is required for many of the classes in this listing – check the specific event for drop-in class availability.  

  EXHIBITS

Mill Creek MetroParks History
Ongoing | Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 
– 5 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens

The Melnick Museum offers the visitor a 
peek into the unique history of Mill Creek 
MetroParks. Look back and discover how 
Volney Rogers garnered property and 
how that land has grown into Mill Creek 
MetroParks. Learn about the generosity of 
Elizabeth Fellows that was the beginning 
of Fellows Riverside Gardens. And take 
time to learn about the early days of 
McGuffey and his boyhood homestead 
located in Coitsville and now known as 
the McGuffey Wildlife Preserve.

Human/Nature: 
Two Watercolor Views
Artist: Betsy Ford and Lotte Herwig-
Erhardt
Ongoing I Through October 23, 2022 - 
Tuesday – Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
Weller Gallery

The selected works are a combination 
of the artists eyes’ perception and inner 
experience, determining the way the 
image is represented in the artwork.  A 
meet the artist session will take place on 
Saturday, September 12 from 
1:00 – 3:00 pm 

  EXPRESS YOURSELF

PIX in the Park
09/17 I 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Location: Old Log Cabin
09/21 I 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Old Log Cabin
10/19 I 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Old Log Cabin

Love photos of the park? Learn how to 
take better landscape and wildlife photos 
while exploring different gems in the park. 
Begin at locations listed above, learning 
basic photographic compositions. Bring 
a camera or cell phone.  Dress for the 
weather and wear hiking/winter boots or 
closed toe shoes. Moderate/difficult hike. 
Registration requested, not required two 
days prior to event.  Register on line or 
call all 330.740.7116 for details. Walk-
ins welcome. Rain or shine. Free.

Fall Planter
09/16 |10:00 am - Noon
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens – 
Kidston Classroom

Join instructor Judy Stanislaw to create 
a beautiful Fall planter. Pre-registration 
required by 09/14. Register / pay online 
or call 330.740.7116 x230.  Cost: $25 
R; $29 NR.

Halloween Wreath
10/01| 10:00 am - Noon
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens – 
Kidston Classroom

Join instructor Judy Stanislaw to create 
a Halloween wreath. Pre-registration 
required by 09/29. Register / pay online 
or call 330.740.7116 x230.  Cost: $25 
R; $29 NR.

  HEALTHY LIVING

Yoga in the Gardens – Every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning
9:30a.m.– 11:00 a.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens: 
Radius Room

Join Marina Perdos for a blend of 
energizing yoga styles that will help 
you keep a healthy outlook. All levels 
are welcome. Bring a mat and a small 
blanket.  Register / pay by 2 days prior to 
the session, online or call 330.740.7116. 
Walk -ins welcome. $15/class

Outdoor Yoga in the Splendor of the 
Gardens - Sunday
08/28 – 10/16 I 8:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Location: Kidston Pavilion

Release physical and mental tensions 
while gradually improving strength and 
flexibility.  Gentle but thorough classes 
guided by experienced instructor Karres 
Cvetkovich.  Benefit from an experienced 
teacher and a welcoming environment.  
Pre-registration required.  Register / pay, 
online or call 330.740.7116. $96 /8 
weeks.  Next course begins October 23, 
2022.

Yoga Basics Outdoor Course 
08/30 – 10/11 I 6:00 p.m. – 7;15 p.m.
Location: Kidston Pavilion

Release physical and mental tensions 
while gradually improving strength 
and flexibility.  Gentle but thorough 
classes guided outdoors by experienced 
instruction Karres Cvetkovich.  Register 
online or call 330.740.7116 ext. 230.  
Cost of 7-week course is $84

T’ai Chi Step One in the Gardens – 
Every Wednesday
Noon – 1:00 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens – 
Radius Room

Ease stress, improve health, and increase 
vitality. Join Marie Lew in warm-ups, 
breathing exercises and selected 
movements from a classic Chen T’ai Chi 
form. Register / pay by 2 days prior to the 
session online or call Fellows Riverside 
Gardens at 330-740-7116 for details.  
Walk-in’s welcome. $12/class

T’ai Chi Basics for Beginners Course 
09/15 – 11/17 I 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens – 
Radius Room

Learn this classic art of energy balancing 
while developing coordination, flexibility 
and leg strength.  Designed for beginners, 
this course includes warm-ups, breathing 
exercises and the first steps of a classic 
T’ai Chi form.  Learn to flow through 
your day feeling centered and attuned!  
Register online or call 330.740.7116 ext. 
230.  Cost for course is $120.

  KIDS & FAMILIES

Sprout Club: Sunflowers
09/22 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens: 
Kidston Classroom

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Join Sprout Club 
for learning and fun with hands-on 
activities while learning about sunflowers. 
Register/pay by 09/20 online or call 
330.740.7116.  $7

Sprout Club: Pumpkins
10/20 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Location: MCMP Farm, Classroom A

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Join Sprout Club 
for learning and fun with hands-on 
activities while learning about pumpkins. 
Register/pay by 10/18 online or call 
330.740.7116.  $7

Bear Cub Art Club - Corn
09/13 | 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Location: MCMP Farm Classroom A

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Love creating 
masterpieces?  Join Bear Cub Art Club.  
Create a mixed media work of art of corn.  
Register/pay by 09/11 online or call 
330.740.7116.  $7

Bear Cub Art Club – Fall Trees
10/04 | 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Location: Ford Education Building 
Classroom B

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Love creating 
masterpieces?  Join Bear Cub Art Club.  
Learn about signs of spring and create 
a mixed media fall tree.  Register/pay by 
10/02 online or call 330.740.7116.  $7

Kid Friendly Bigfoot Activities
09/17 I 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Location: Slippery Rock Pavilion

Ages 5+ with adult.  Kids and adults can 
participate in Bigfoot activities including 
plaster casting, mini-investigations and 
more.  Register by 09/10, online or call 
330.740.7116. $7R, $9 NR

Bigfoot Night Investigation
09/17 I 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Location: Slippery Rock Pavilion

Ages 13+.  Local Bigfoot enthusiast 
and investigator Amy Bue, co-founder 
of Project Zoobook with share her 
knowledge in what a Bigfoot investigation 
entails.  Find out what to look and listen 
for and practice techniques such as tree 
knocks and howling.  There will be a night 
investigation and a bonfire with s’mores.  
Bring your own flashlight.  Register by 
09/10, on line or call 330.740.7116.  
$10R, $12 N

Bigfoot Town Hall Meeting
09/18 I 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Location: Rossi Auditorium, Fellows 
Riverside Gardens

Join local Bigfoot enthusiast and 
investigator Amu Bue for a Bigfoot Town 
Hall meeting as Amy and other local 
investigators share their own sighting 
stories.  The public is invited to share 
their experiences as well.  Registration 
requested but not required.  Register 
by 09/18, online or call 330.740.7116.  
Free.

Tractor and Wagon Rides
It’s summertime at the MetroParks Farm.  
Come and see all that is happening at the 
farm during a guided tractor-wagon tour. 
Barns are open.  Meet at the Education 
Building.  Register and TWO DAYS PRIO6 
to the event date.  Register/pay online or 
call 330.740.7116. Adult $2 R, Adult $3 
NR, Seniors/Youth $1
Location: MetroParks Farm
09/08 I 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
09/24 I 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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  HORTICULTURE

Botanical Mornings
Discover the progress of the seasons here 
at Fellows Riverside Gardens’. Then, enjoy 
a complimentary cup of coffee or tea in 
Kravitz Garden Café.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens: 
DeYor Concourse

09/23 | 09:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Register/pay by 09/21, online or call 
330.740.7116.  $5.  Dress for the 
weather.

10/28 I 09:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Register/pay by 10/26, online or call 
330.740.7116.  $5.  Dress for the 
weather

  HIKES, WALKS & BIRDING 

Full Moon Hikes
09/10 I 8:00 p.m. – 09:30 p.m.
Location: Wick Recreation
Registration required by 09/08
10/09 I 7:00 p.m. – 08:30 p.m.
Location: Ford Nature Center
Registration required by 10/07

Join a Park Educator for a full moon hike. 
Dress for the weather and wear hiking/
winter boots or closed toe shoes.  Bring 
a flashlight.  Moderate, 2 miles. Register 
online or call for details 330.740.7116.  
NO Walk-ins and NO pets.  Free.

All People’s Full Moon Hike
09/09 I 7:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.
Location: Meet at the MetroParks 
Trailhead at the MetroParks Farm.

This 1-mile Full Moon Hike is a slow 
pace designed to accommodate the 
accessibility of all people. The pace will be 
adapted and stops will be taken based on 
the needs of the participants.  Registration 
required. Register by 09/07, online or call 
330.740.7116 for details. No pets. Free

Sit and Bird
09/16 I 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Location: West Newport Wetlands 
Boardwalk

Naturalist Matt Siefert will be birdwatching 
at the Newport Wetland Boardwalk 
throughout the morning. All are welcome 
to stop by and participate. Binoculars 
recommended.  A pop-up tent will be set 
up to provide shade.  Weather dependent. 
FREE

Nature Hike – Say Goodbye to Bats
10/04 I 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Location: Calvary Run Parking lot 
(between Calvary Run Rd and Price Rd)

Walk parts of Lake Glacier and Calvary 
Run with an Ohio Certified Volunteer 

Naturalist as we see what different 
species become active at twilight 
including the Big Brown Bat, which will 
soon hibernate for the winter. Closed-toe 
shoes recommended. Space is limited. 
Register by 10/02, online or call. 330-
740-7116. No walk-ins. No pets. Free.

Birding Walks
Hike with a naturalist as we search 
for and observe the various species of 
birds found in Mill Creek MetroParks. A 
list of our sightings will be reported to 
eBird, a major citizen science initiative 
that contributes to bird conservation 
across the globe. Birders of all skill levels 
welcome. Easy to moderate difficulty, 1-2 
miles.  Closed-toe shoes and binoculars 
recommended. A field guide or the 
Merlin Bird ID phone app STRONGLY 
recommended. May be muddy. Weather 
dependent. 

09/10 I 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
Location: Vickers Nature Preserve
Space is limited. Register by 9/08, online 
or call. 330-740-7116. No walk-ins. No 
pets. Free.
09/14 I 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Location: Newport Hike & Bike Trail / Meet 
at East Newport Boat Launch
Space is limited. Register by 09/12, online 
or call. 330-740-7116. No walk-ins. No 
pets. Free.
09/21 I 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Location: East Cohasset Trail – park at E 
Cohasset Trail / meet at the Flats parking lot
Space is limited. Register by 09/19, online 
or call. 330-740-7116. No walk-ins. No 
pets. Free.
10/19 I 05:30 p.m. – 06:30 p.m.
Location: MCMP Farm / Start at trailhead
Space is limited. Register by 10/17, online 
or call. 330-740-7116. No walk-ins.  
Ages 10 and up. Free.
10/26 I 05:30 p.m. – 06:30 p.m.
Location: Old Tree Trail – park and meet at 
Lily Pong parking lot 
Space is limited. Register by 10/17, online 
or call. 330-740-7116. No walk-ins.  
Ages 10 and up. Free

For The Birds
Birding the Sanctuary with Jeff Harvey
Location: MCMP Wildlife Sanctuary
09/17 I 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Register by 09/15
10/15 I 8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
Register by 10/13

Enjoy birding with Jeff Harvey on this 
early morning hike at Mill Creek Wildlife 
Sanctuary.  Space is limited.  Boots 
required.  Register at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens, 330.740.7116 Moderate. 1.25 
mi. Free

TROLLEY TOURS
Please note – for all Trolley Tours – Trolley 
does not have heat. Dress for weather. 
Seating limited.

Trolley Tours
See dates and deadlines to register below 
for these tours
Location: Board at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens

Enjoy Fall in Mill Creek Park with natural 
and historic views aboard the Cohasset 
Express. The Trolley boards at Fellows 
Riverside Gardens parking lot.  Adults: 
$10 R, $12 NR; Seniors/Youth: $7R, $9 
NR.  Register and pay at least TWO DAY’S 
PRIOR to the tour date listed below on line 
or call 330.740.7116

Every Sunday 09/04 – 10/30 I 1:30 p.m. 
– 2:30 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Every Tuesday 09/06 – 10/25 I 1:30 p.m. 
– 2:30 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

  SPECIAL EVENTS

Pumpkin Carving
10/14 I 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens 
Margaret Cushwa Education Pavilion

Have fun helping to carve pumpkins for 
the display at the Pumpkin Walk.  Carving 
too available or bring your own

Pumpkin Walk
10/16 I 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens

Experience the magic of the fall season 
during Pumpkin Walk!  Take a stroll along 

the Gardens pumpkin-lined paths as day 
turns to night.  Be sure to visit scarecrow 
lane in the area for the future Children’s 
Garden.  For details call 330.740.7116.  
Free and open to the public. 

Haunted Mill? In the Dark of Night!
10/29 I 9:30 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.
11/05 I 9;30 p.m. $ 11:00 p.m.

Is Lanterman’s Mill haunted?  Join 
local paranormal groups to investigate 
the Mill in the dark of night and decide 
for yourself.  Lanterns will guide your 
path during the one-hour visit.  Adults 
only, 18+.  Space limited.  Registration 
required.  Register/pay online or call 
330.740.7116 by 10/27.  $10R $12 NR

SAVE THE DATE: 
Upcoming events at Fellows 

Riverside Gardens, more 
details in next issue.

Breakfast with Santa in Rossi 
Auditorium Saturday December 10.  
Seating times and cost TBA

Winter Celebration Festival of 
Trees: December 3 – December 31 
Tuesday – Sunday 10:00 am – 5:00 
p.m. in the Davis Education Center 

Winter Celebration Winter 
Nights: Saturday December 3, 10, 
17 from 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens would like to acknowledge 
and thank the following for their donations and or memorials 
the past three months to support the gardens:

Summer Garden Party 
Becker Funeral Homes
Emily and Bill Detoro
Evaline Abram-Diroll
Robert and Eva Doyle
Glen Gardners 
Carol Kalavsky
Mary Ann Limmer
Laretta Luggie
Deborah Metzger
Mary E. Metzka
Patty Rush
Tom Shipka
Stella A Spikell
Leslie Thornton

In Memory of Frank Lepore
Karen Thomas

In Memory of Gloria Shick
Susan Augustine

Estate of Martha Murphy

In Memory of 
Robert (Bob) Senn
Jeff Rosenthal and team
Gretchen Johnson-Liss
David and Karen 
     Schnurrenberger
Co Workers Angie Swatts, 
     Tiffany Tamm and
      Joe Romaine
Lake Milton Association
Helene and Ronald Schulz
Staff of Western Reserve 
     Schools
Melissa Mullane Padgett DDS
Eugene and Patricia Benyo
Lake Milton Boat Club
Stefanie Hudzik
Brian and Deborah Benyo
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Mill Creek MetroParks - Fellows Riverside Gardens
Free and open daily, dawn until dusk

D.D. and Velma Davis Education & Visitor Center
Information Desk 330.740.7116
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm
 Closed: Mondays 
 Closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Day

Shop in the Gardens
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday - Noon - 5 pm

Garden Café
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 4 pm 

General inquiries about Fellows Riverside Gardens 
email:  info@friendsoffellows.org 
Visit:  FriendsOfFellows.org
 millcreekmetroparks.org

Address Service Requested

FRIENDSFRIENDS
of Fellows Riverside Gardens

Friends of Fellows EventsFriends of Fellows Events

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  
MUM SALE:  Sat/Sun Sept. 10 and 11 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. on the DeYor Terrace.
Large variety of colorful mums planted and tended by Friends master gardener 
volunteers

FALL HORTICULTURE LECTURES (FREE): Weds. Sept. 14 at 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
(details inside newsletter)

BULB SALE:  Sat/Sun Oct. 22 and 23 from 10 a.m.– 3 p.m. on the DeYor Terrace
Get your bulbs for a spring showcase: 4 varieties of Daffodils, Allium, Muscari, 
Bluebells, Starflower, Snowflake and Tulips

SHOP in the GARDENS HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE:  Friends Members Only, 
Thurs. Nov. 3 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.


