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BOARD MEMBERS

Greetings, Friends!

As we wind down our summer season, I want to 

express my heartfelt thanks to all of our members, 

supporters, volunteers and visitors who made 

this season one to remember. Whether you joined us for our ‘On the Terrace’ 

events, attended a lecture or celebrated with us at the annual Garden Party, your 

presence and participation is appreciated. As we maintain the traditions of these 

events, our Friends organization is pleased to have the opportunity to welcome 

newcomers to the Gardens as well as inspiring renewed appreciation for all 

the Gardens has to offer.

Our biggest event of the summer season, the Summer Garden Party, provided 

a memorable and remarkable experience. Jeanne Simeone, board member and 

Committee Chair, dazzled the crowd of over 220 people with this year’s theme, 

‘Rhythm and Blues.’ This event raised over $20,000 in our ongoing support of the 

new Children’s Garden currently under construction at Fellows Riverside Gardens.

We are already looking forward to a vibrant fall season offering educational 

events and a variety of experiences to connect with the outdoors.  Our garden 

bus tours continue to offer unique opportunities to visit beautiful regional 

gardens and horticultural settings. Plans are underway for Friends participation 

in this year’s Pumpkin Walk Sunday October 12 featuring another creatively 

costumed scarecrow for Scarecrow Row.

It will be our pleasure to welcome you to our fall season of events. There is 

something magical about autumn in the Gardens and we look forward to sharing 

it with you.

The Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens 
Newsletter Editorial Team: Jim Houck, Denise Stewart, Mary Ann Navarro, Lisa Frederick   
and Kathleen Krantz

Cover and inside photos: by Scott Lanz and Lisa Frederick

Friends Office: Contact Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens: info@friendsoffellows.org

To become a member of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
visit www.friendsoffellows.org.

FRIENDS OF FELLOWS 
RIVERSIDE GARDENS

Since 1988, the Friends have been dedicated to 

the promotion, improvement and preservation of 

Fellows Riverside Gardens, a free public garden, 

through advocacy and fund raising.  As a non-profit 

501(c)3 organization, the Friends are independent of 

the Gardens and Mill Creek MetroParks, yet work in 

steady collaboration with them to sponsor events and 

programs and to fund large-scale garden projects.
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Jim Houck, owner and president of Boardman, Ohio-
based Houck Agency, is an accomplished public 
relations professional, writer and digital marketer 

with 25+ years of experience in agency, corporate and 
non-profit marketing environments. 

He serves in officer roles on the boards of directors 
for Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens and Potential 
Development School for Children with Autism, both in 
Youngstown, and he volunteers at St. Rose School in 
Girard. 

He started his career in corporate communications at 
the former Packard Electric in Warren, where he had the 
opportunity to work with his dad. He later moved on 
to marketing and advertising agencies in Cleveland and 
Hudson before starting his own business in 2014. 

Youngstown PR guy

Houck Agency works with companies large and small 
in the manufacturing, building trades, transportation, 
economic and workforce development, professional 
services, and healthcare industries. Basically, if you need 
help with professional writing, content marketing or 
media relations, or if you need a fractional marketing or 
PR executive, you should contact Jim’s company.

Jim was born and raised in McDonald, and now resides 
in Boardman with his wife, Lisa and a handful of their 
combined six children. He graduated from The Ohio State 
University with a bachelor’s in journalism way back in the 
1900s.

Enjoying much of the Park

Jim joined the Friends Board five years ago after 
consulting on a PR project for them. He enjoys the 
serenity and unique views available at the Gardens and 
Davis Center, and has gotten married in the Park … more 
than once! In addition to the Gardens, he enjoys the East 
Hike and Bike Trail, the Lake Newport loop, and he says 
the golf course’s cart path access in the winter is the most 
underrated walking trail in the area.

Jim will still tell anyone who listens that he pitched three 
no-hitters in high school baseball, but he now scratches 
his competitive itch by trying to keep up with the 
young’ns in his CrossFit class and golfing with his father-
in-law and his contemporaries on Saturday mornings. His 
greatest joys, though, are spending time with his wife and 
attending his kids’ sporting events and activities.

Board Member Spotlight:Board Member Spotlight:
Meet Jim HouckMeet Jim Houck
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WHAT’S GROWING
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mums in ten unique varieties. As the season shifts, these 
mums will gradually take the place of summer’s fading 
annuals, ensuring a seamless flow of color into fall.

The gardens themselves are also evolving. The two Knot 
Gardens, which elegantly frame the side entrances of the 
Davis Center and the DeYor Concourse, have been newly 
renovated with shade-tolerant plantings, bringing fresh life 
and structure to these formal spaces. Meanwhile, the Joanne 
F. Beeghly Rose Garden is preparing for important updates. 
Plans include regrading and sodding select areas, as well as 

renovating the irrigation system 
to provide healthier conditions 
for the beloved rose collection. 
With proper pruning and attentive 
deadheading, the roses will soon 
reward visitors with a spectacular 
autumn flush of blooms.

Volunteers contribute to Rose 
Garden maintenance

Much of this work would not be 
possible without the generosity of 
volunteers. Head Gardener Marcy 
Dubec extends heartfelt thanks 
to the many new volunteers who 
have joined efforts in the Rose 
Garden. Their time, dedication, 
and willingness to learn have made 
a remarkable difference. For those 
who are curious about growing 
roses, or who would simply like 
to give back to the community, 
the Gardens offer a wonderful 
opportunity to learn directly from 
Marcy and her team about how to 
nurture these timeless flowers.

As summer unfolds and gently 
turns toward fall, the Gardens 

continue to offer visitors a place of discovery, beauty and 
renewal. Each bloom, bed and pathway reflects the care and 
vision of those who tend to it, creating an ever-changing 
landscape that celebrates the seasons. Whether you are a 
longtime visitor or stepping into the Gardens for the very 
first time, this is the perfect moment to experience nature’s 
artistry at its fullest expression.

Summer in the Gardens By Lisa Frederick

Summer has arrived in full glory, and nowhere is it 
more beautifully on display than in the Gardens. From 
the moment visitors step onto the grounds, they are 

greeted by a symphony of color, texture and fragrance. Each 
pathway, pavilion and terrace seems to burst with life, offering 
a seasonal spectacle that invites guests to linger, explore and 
simply take in the wonder of nature at its peak.

By mid-June, over 20,000 annuals had been carefully planted 
throughout the Gardens, creating an ever-changing canvas 
of beauty. Vibrant hanging baskets, overflowing with brilliant 
blooms, adorn the Kidston Pavilion 
like jewel-toned chandeliers. 
Thoughtfully curated beds of 
annuals bring an artful mix of 
colors, textures and heights to 
key locations across the grounds, 
including the Davis Center, the 
DeYor Concourse, the Axtmann, 
the Long Mall, the Centennial Beds, 
both the North and South Terraces, 
the Watson White Garden, the 
Seasonal Celebration Plaza around 
the Sommer Fountain, and the six 
gazebo planter boxes. Each display 
has been meticulously designed to 
brighten the experience of every 
visitor, drawing the eye from one 
captivating arrangement to the 
next.

Pruning today, planting                 
for tomorrow

Behind the scenes, the Garden staff 
continues their steady rhythm of 
care—mowing lawns, trimming 
hedges, weeding borders, fertilizing 
soil, deadheading spent blooms 
and pruning to ensure the gardens 
remain at their very best. At the same time, plans for the 
future are already underway, with staff selecting next year’s 
spring bulbs and preparing for the transition into autumn. 

Construction in the Children’s Garden continues to move 
forward, while the greenhouse tunnels—now relocated to 
their new permanent site northwest of the maintenance 
building—are filled with more than 600 carefully nurtured 



CHILDREN’S GARDEN

Children’s Garden Construction 
Moves Forward By Jim Houck
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Construction of the long-awaited Children’s Garden 
at Fellows Riverside Gardens is progressing, and its 
opening will mark an exciting milestone for Mill Creek 

MetroParks and for Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens.

The project broke ground earlier this summer with a celebra-
tion that brought together park leaders, community support-
ers and families whose lives are closely tied to the garden’s 
mission. It was a chance to reflect on the vision of creating a 
hands-on space where children can explore nature, learn, and 
play – an idea that has been years in the making.

The $3 million Children’s Garden is being built on 1.5 acres in 
the northwest corner of the Gardens property. Plans include 
five unique garden spaces designed to spark curiosity and 
encourage discovery. When complete, the new attraction is 
expected to draw more than 200,000 visitors annually, a sig-
nificant increase from current attendance levels.

The project is being funded entirely through private donations, 
led by a $2 million gift from the Fox family in memory of their 
son, Anthony. Their generosity inspired additional commit-
ments and moved the garden from vision to reality. 

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens played a vital role in this 

momentum as well, contributing more than $320,000 toward 
the project to-date.

That includes more than $20,000 raised through this summer’s 
annual Garden Party. Thanks to the support of our members 
and donors, Friends has secured naming rights to one of the 
five gardens within the Children’s Garden, further cementing 
our commitment to this high-profile project.

“This garden is more than a new attraction – it’s an exten-
sion of the mission we all share to connect future generations 
with the natural world,” said Denise Stewart, president of the 
Friends Board. “Friends has invested heavily in bringing this 
project to life, and our organization continues to stand as a re-
flection of the generosity of so many who believe in what this 
garden will mean for our community.”

Upon completion, the Anthony J. Fox Family Foundation Chil-
dren’s Garden will offer Mahoning Valley residents and visitors 
yet another high-quality, regionally significant MetroParks 
facility for immersive family education, programming and en-
joyment,” said Justin Rogers, MetroParks Director of Planning 
and Operations.

Shop in the Garden Special Event
SHOP IN THE GARDEN

Fall Sale

Leaves are turning, sweater weather is on the way and 
so is getting your home ready for hosting football, Hal-
loween and Thanksgiving parties. Welcome to the first 

official week of Fall at Shop in the Gardens, Tuesday Septem-
ber 23 – Sunday September 28. Members will receive 20% off 
a wide selection of Fall merchandise. 

Holiday Open House 
Thursday November 6, 2025 | 5:30 - 8:00PM

Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens and Shop in the 
Gardens will be hosting members for our Annual Holi-
day Open House. The Shop will be decorated with holi-

day décor and merchandise including serving pieces and linens 
that make great accompaniments for dinners and parties. 

Our buyer and manager Jeanne Simeone selected unique 
holiday items for this holiday season. Great gifts for your fam-
ily and friends and don’t forget to treat yourself! Members 
receive 20% off of your purchase as well as complimentary gift 
wrapping, wine and appetizers. 

If you cannot make it that evening, members will still get 20% 
off purchases the entire weekend.

Make sure your membership is up to date to enjoy this event. 
Contributor level entitles members to one admission for the 
event. Supporter level and up is the member plus one guest. 
You can renew at the Shop in the Gardens or go online at 
friendsoffellows.org or you can also renew at the open house. 

The Shop, located inside the D.D. and Velma Davis Education 
Center, is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.
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GARDEN PARTY

Re-living the 2025 Garden Party
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This year’s Summer Garden Party, held at Fellows 
Riverside Gardens on July 25, welcomed over 220 
guests who enjoyed an unforgettable evening filled 

with laughter, live music and garden-inspired delights. 

Surrounded by the lush beauty of Fellows Riverside Gardens, 
guests were welcomed with hors d’oeuvres and champagne 
during an outdoor cocktail hour, heralded by jazz musicians. 

This year’s theme ‘Rhythm and Blues,’ staged with a backdrop 
of black and gold elegance, showcased floral centerpieces 
artfully arranged in polished brass instruments, which 
beautifully contrasted with black table covers to reflect this 
year’s theme.  

Due to the unpredictability of weather conditions, dinner 
service was thoughtfully located indoors. The blend of outside 
cocktails and indoor dining was well received by guests.

With dinner complete, the band ‘Total Package’ turned up the 
rhythm, inviting guests to celebrate on the dance floor.

Equally essential to the event’s success was our incredible 
planning team along with over 40 dedicated volunteers 
who played key roles in every aspect of the event, often 
working tirelessly behind the scenes preparing invitations for 
mailing, helping with set up, serving as hosts and hostesses, 
welcoming guests, and staying to help with tear down. 

Bringing this event to life is nearly a year long in the making 
working with supply vendors such as TR Rental, Green’s Florist 
and Chef Chris Pinter of Inspired Catering.

Thanks to our dedicated committee and volunteers, 
supporters, sponsors and donors,  we were able to raise 
$20,651.69, which was presented to the Mill Creek 
MetroParks Board of Commissioners at their August board 
meeting.

 In line with our continued support of the new Children’s 
Garden at Fellows Riverside Gardens, this donation was 
proudly given.

Finally, we want to specifically recognize our donors, sponsors 
and supporters who helped to make this year’s Garden Party 
a success. We’ve listed your names with gratitude. It is only 
with the generosity of our community that special projects in 
Fellows Riverside Gardens are able to grow and thrive.

By Jeanne Simeone and Denise Stewart

Garden Party Sponsors 2025 Level

Jenifer Lloyd and John Dunne Platinum

Akron Children’s Hospital Gold

Anonymous Gold

Frank & Pearl Gelbman Charitable Foundation Gold

Jimmy’s Italian Bakery and Deli Gold

Fred Martin Gold

Oak Hill Collaborative Gold

Boardman Rotary Silver

Huntington National Bank Silver

Schroedel, Scullin & Bestic, LLC Silver

Alex Downie and Sons Bronze

Jerry Dixey and Mary Ann Karas Bronze

Farmers Trust Company Bronze

Kennsington Golf Club LLC Bronze

Lanz Scape Photography LTD Bronze

Manchester Newman & Bennett Bronze

Packer Thomas Bronze

John Perdue Inc / McDonalds Bronze

John and Jeanne Simeone Bronze

Stifel Bronze

Garden Party Supporters 2025

Braydich Dental

Bodine and Company CPA

Giannios Candy Struthers OH

The Summit FM Radio 91.3 Akron OH

Woodsy’s Music Kent OH



BUS TRIP

FRIENDS ON THE ROAD:
A Garden Adventure through Dawes, 
Roscoe Village and Sugarcreek
By Kathleen Krantz and Jennifer Aronson
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This past June, Friends sponsored a wonderful summer 
day trip which took our guests to Southern Ohio to 
explore gardens, canals and more! 

Dawes Arboretum
Our first stop was Dawes Arboretum, which was established by 
Beman Dawes and his wife, Bertie. The idea for an arboretum 
came to Beman during his youth in Marietta, Ohio, where 
his father’s lumber business supported the family. In 1918, 
Beman Dawes purchased 140 acres of the old Brumback farm 
in Licking Township. The farm, known as “Woodland,” offered 
gently rolling hills and several acres of mature trees native to 
central Ohio. Beman felt that the farm was well situated; it was 
located practically in the center of the state with diversified 
soils and good climate for hardy trees. 

By the time the Dawes Arboretum was founded in 1929, over 
50,000 trees had been planted and the grounds had doubled 
in size to 293 acres. Beman and Bertie Dawes created the 
Arboretum as a private foundation: “To encourage the planting 
of forest and ornamental trees… to give pleasure to the public 
and education to the youth.” To ensure the continuation of the 
Arboretum, Dawes established an endowment fund which has 
allowed growth from 293 acres to nearly 2,000.

Roscoe Village
After lunch guests traveled to Roscoe Village, an 1830 restored 
canal town in Coshocton, Ohio. Roscoe thrived until the 1860s, 
when the canals gave way to the railroads. Although the canal 
system continued to operate, the town of Coshocton across 
the river industrialized faster than the once-prosperous port of 
Roscoe. 

The great flood of 1913 official swept away the Ohio Erie 
Canal. Today, the restored Roscoe Village stands as a testament 
to Ohio’s bygone Canal era. Edward E. Montgomery created 
what he called, “a living museum, so that people of the 
20th century and beyond could enjoy a ‘step back in time’ 
to the 19th century where aged brick buildings, costumed 
interpreters and quaint shops bring the canal era back to life.” 

Guests stepped aboard the Monticello III where you felt like 
you are actually gliding right into Ohio history! A team of draft 
horses pull the canal boat gently along its way as the captain 
described 1800’s life on the canal, and we learned the history 
of canal transportation in Ohio from the 1800’s. From there, 
we spent some time in Roscoe Village. Some folks enjoyed 
shopping in the quaint shops, while others enjoyed walking 
through some beautiful gardens. 

10

David Warther Carving Museum
Our last stop was the David Warther Carving Museum in 
Sugarcreek, Ohio. A talent for carving had been in the Warther 
family for several generations. David Warther II, born in 
1959, is a master ivory carver living near the city of Dover in 
northeast Ohio. According to David’s parents, he began carving 
from elephant tusk ivory at the age of three. At six, David 
carved his first ship, a Viking vessel. With the creation of his 
first ship, David’s destiny was launched and he began carving 
more ships with a passion and a keen interest in detail that 
has now spanned over 60 years. David has completed 92 ships, 
from 1st Dynasty Egypt, circa 3000 BC to present day. 

Guests enjoyed a wonderful tour of the museum, led by 
David and his wife, Maryruth, and were then were treated 
to a special candlelit dinner, while admiring his beautiful 
workmanship. We then returned Fellows Riverside Gardens 
after a fun filled and enlightening day.  

We hope to see you on one of our future trips.



EDUCATION

Creating Butterfly Havens:
Lessons from the “Monarchs and More” Lecture
By Kathleen Krantz and Carol Anne Knock

Member Spotlight:
Dr. Steven and Renee Sheakoski   By Lisa Frederick
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Over 40 guests enjoyed the presentation “Monarchs 
and More” sponsored by Friends of Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. Jennifer Grieser, Director of Natural Resources 

at Cleveland Metroparks delivered an engaging presentation 
on creating and maintaining butterfly gardens with a special 
focus on monarchs. She highlighted the urgency of habitat 
preservation amidst a decline of various wildlife species, 
and her insights on seasonal gardening practices were both 
informative and inspiring.  

Jennifer also shared with us that the monarch migration is 
heavily affected by weather conditions. Vast numbers of mon-
archs take advantage of warm days with strong winds out of 
the north, giving them lift and push as they travel south across 
Lake Erie’s open waters. Most monarch migration observa-
tions involve searching for newly-arrived monarchs nectaring 
on wildflowers or passing overhead on lakefront shorelines as 
they finish their flight over Lake Erie. 

The most highly-sought-after observations are of monarch 
ROOSTS, where dozens to hundreds to thousands form over-
night social clumps in trees. The majority of these roosts form 
after a very warm day with north winds that are followed by 
afternoon or evening thunderstorms. These conditions drive 
monarchs to seek shelter in tree lines.  

The first three weeks of September are the prime window for 
best observation of these roosts.

Locations to view migrating monarchs in northeast Ohio:

Euclid Beach and Wildwood, Euclid Creek Reservation; Gor-
don Park, Lakefront Reservation (near Cleveland Lakefront 
Nature Preserve); Wendy Park, Lakefront Reservation; Roger›s 
Meadow, North Chagrin Reservation. Tallgrass Prairie, 
Brecksville Reservation; Wolf Picnic Area, Huntington Reserva-
tion; Bluebird Point Meadow, West Creek Reservation; Acacia 
Reservation, South Euclid; Edgewater Park, Lakefront Reserva-
tion; and Jackson Field, South Chagrin Reservation.        

This lecture was supported through the John and Doris Andrew 
Horticulture Program Endowment. A special thanks to Friends’ 
Horticulture chairperson Carol Anne Knock for her organiza-
tional efforts to bring this program to the community.

Monarch tree roost

Dr. Steven and Renee Sheakoski first joined Friends of Fellows 
Riverside Gardens more than 25 years ago, originally drawn in 
by the special membership offers. Over 

time, however, their membership grew into 
something much deeper—a true connection to 
the Gardens and the community they now call 
home. 

Neither Renee nor Steven are originally from 
Youngstown. Renee grew up in Kingston, Pa., 
while Steven was raised on Long Island, N.Y., 
before his family relocated to Scranton, Pa., 
where the two eventually met. Their journey 
together even took them to Italy, where 
Steven studied medicine at the University 
of Palermo in Sicily. In 1984, they settled in 
Youngstown, raised their four children here, 
and have considered it home ever since.

As Renee explains, “Supporting the Gardens 
started to feel less like a perk and more like a 
way to give back to something that makes this 
area so special.” 

A place of peace and reflection

The Gardens and Mill Creek Park have been 
the backdrop to countless family memories, from spring blooms 
to vibrant fall colors, even sparkling winter events. They often 
describe the Gardens as a place of peace and reflection—a chance 
to slow down, connect with nature, and enjoy simple beauty. Just as 
important, they see it as a gathering place for the entire community, 
whether for concerts, family walks or a quiet afternoon outdoors.

“We feel really fortunate to have it right here at home.”

Outside of their time at the Gardens, both Renee and Steven play 
important roles in the wider community. Renee manages the 

Museum Store at The Butler Institute of 
American Art, a role she loves because it 
allows her to support the arts and connect 
visitors to the museum in a special way. 

She also recruits and trains volunteers, 
attends national meetings to bring fresh ideas 
back to Youngstown, and works with vendors 
from around the world to curate unique items 
for the store. Renee especially enjoys being 
part of community events, noting that it’s 
rewarding to contribute, even in small ways, 
to making the Mahoning Valley a vibrant and 
welcoming place to live.

A doctor and educator

Meanwhile, Steven has dedicated more 
than 35 years to his career as a practicing 
anesthesiologist with Mercy Health. In 
addition to his clinical work, he serves as 
Medical Director and educator at the St. 
Elizabeth School for Nurse Anesthetists. 
Teaching and mentoring the next generation 

of nurse anesthetists has been a particularly fulfilling part of his 
career, complementing his lifelong commitment to patient care.

Together, Steven and Renee embody the spirit of service, creativity, 
and community. Whether through medicine, the arts, or their 
support of Fellows Riverside Gardens, they have spent decades 
enriching life in the Valley and reminding us all how fortunate we are 
to share in the beauty that surrounds us.

We’re raising our steins in celebration—Oktoberfest is back on 
Wednesday, September 24! You asked, and we listened, so this 

year we’re featuring both beer and wine to toast the season. 

The event will take place from 5 to 7:30 p.m., with doors opening 
at 4:30. Admission is $13 for members and 
$18 for non-members, which includes your 
choice of two glasses of wine or two 12 oz. 
beers.

To complement the drinks, Kravitz Inspired 
Catering will be offering a special Oktoberfest-
inspired à la carte menu with hearty Bavarian 
flavors and seasonal favorites—perfect for 
pairing with a crisp brew or a smooth glass of 
wine.

The evening’s entertainment promises to be 
lively and authentic, with traditional music 

Oktoberfest On the Terrace at 5! By Lisa Frederick

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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performed by two accomplished musicians. 

Bob Buzecan (accordion, piano) has been delighting audiences since 
his teens and currently performs with the Chardon Polka Band. Brian 
Brazier (tuba, brass, alphorn) brings years of professional experience 

and a booming brass sound, having played 
with the Bolzen Beer Band in Nebraska 
before joining the Chardon Polka Band. 
Together, they’ll bring the joyful sounds of 
Oktoberfest to life.

With the crisp autumn air, the golden glow 
of fall leaves and the stunning view of Lake 
Glacier from The Terrace, there is no better 
place to celebrate. Join us for an evening 
filled with music, laughter, delicious food and 
drink, and the warm spirit of gemütlichkeit—
the sense of cheer and togetherness that 
makes Oktoberfest so special. Prost!
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CLASSES AND EVENTS

Note: For more information on any of these events or classes or to register online please go to www.millcreekmetroparks.org 
or call 330-740-7116 and speak to a receptionist.

Please note – Registration is required for many of the classes in this listing – check the specific event for drop-in class availability.  
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  EXHIBITS

Mill Creek MetroParks History
Ongoing | Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Location: Fellows Riverside Gardens

The Melnick Museum offers the visitor a peek into the 
unique history of Mill Creek MetroParks. Look back 
and discover how Volney Rogers garnered property and 
how that land has grown into Mill Creek MetroParks. 
Learn about the generosity of Elizabeth Fellows that was 
the beginning of Fellows Riverside Gardens. And take 
time to learn about the early days of McGuffey and his 
boyhood homestead located in Coitsville and now known 
as the McGuffey Wildlife Preserve.

  SPECIAL EVENTS

Where Are the Bears? 
Bears Den Cabin 
9/17 | 6-7 p.m. 

How did Bear’s Den get its name? Were they here and 
where did they go? Could bears ever return to Northeast 
Ohio? A Park Educator will discuss the ecology of black 
bears and the history of their extirpation in Northeast 
Ohio. Join us for a hike of Bear’s Den before the 
lecture begins (register for lecture and hike separately). 
Register/pay by 9/16, online or call 330.740.7107 x 
129. No walk-ins. No pets. $3.

National Collect Rocks Day 
Birch Hill Cabin 
9/16 | 6-7 p.m. 

Join a Park Educator (and geologist!) to celebrate 
National Collect Rocks Day! National Collect Rocks Day 
is a fun, non-official holiday observed on September 
16th. It’s a day to appreciate and celebrate the world of 
rocks and minerals, and to encourage people to learn 
more about geology. We will be exploring Bear Creek 
for unique and cool rocks to find. Learn what type of 
rock you have found and how it was formed! Waterproof 
shoes or hiking sandals recommended - we will get our 
feet wet while exploring! Registration required. Register 
by 9/14 online or call 330.740-7107 x 129. No walk-
ins. No pets. FREE.

Haunted Mill? in the Dark of the Night 
Lanterman’s Mill 
9/27, 10/4, 10/11,10/18,10/25, 11/1 
6:30-8:30 p.m., 9-11 p.m. 

Is Lanterman’s Mill haunted? Join local paranormal 
group to investigate the mill in the dark of night and 
decide for yourself. Lanterns will guide your path 
during your visit. Adults only; 18 and up. Space limited. 
Registration required. Register/pay by 9/25, online or 
call 330.740.7107 x 129. Fee $25

  HEALTHY LIVING

Yoga Basics Course 
Fellows Riverside Gardens: Radius Program Classroom 
Sundays. Now through 10/12 I 8 – 9:15 a.m.
Tuesdays.  9/2 – 9/23 I 6-7:15 p.m. 

Release physical and mental tensions while gradually 
improving strength & flexibility. Gentle but thorough 
classes guided by experienced instructor Karres 
Cvetkovich. register online or call 330.740.7116 
ext230. $72-6 week course and $98 for 8 week course  
**Outdoors when weather permits in morning splendor 
with birdsong**

Yoga Basics Course 
Fellows Riverside Gardens: Radius Program Classroom 
Sundays, 10/19 – 12/27 I 8 – 9:15 a.m. 

Release physical and mental tensions while gradually 
improving strength & flexibility. Gentle but thorough 
classes guided by experienced instructor Karres 
Cvetkovich. register online or call 330.740.7116        
ext 230. $96-8 week course

Yoga in the Gardens 
Fellows Riverside Gardens: Radius Program Classroom 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, through 12/19 | 9:30-11 a.m. 

Elevate your yoga practice and discover a healthier 
you with Marina. All levels are welcome to join. Don’t 
forget to bring your mat and a small blanket for ultimate 
comfort during the session. Invest in yourself for just 
$15 per class. Let’s find balance together! To secure 
your spot, register and pay online or call 330.740.7116 
ext. 230. Walk-ins are also welcome! 
NO CLASSES:  May 27, July 1 & 3, September 2, 
November 27 and December 23,35,30.

T’ai Chi Step One in the Gardens 
Fellows Riverside Gardens: Radius Program Classroom 
Wednesdays, through 12/31 | Noon -1 p.m. 

Ease stress, improve health, and increase vitality. 
Join Marie Lew in warm-ups, breathing exercises, 
instruction of selected movements and narrated practice 
of a classic Chen T’ai Chi form. Register online or call 
330.740.7116 ext230. Walk-ins welcome. $12/class

T’ai Chi Basics for Beginners Course 
Fellows Riverside Gardens: Radius Program Classroom 
Thursdays, 9/11 – 11/6 | Noon -1 p.m. 

Learn this classic art of energy balancing while 
developing coordination, flexibility and leg strength. 
Designed for beginners, this course includes warm-
ups, breathing exercises and the first steps of a 
classic T’ai Chi form. Learn to flow through your day 
feeling centered and attuned!Register online or call 
330.740.7116 ext230. course $120

  HORTICULTURE / NATURE 

Wildflower Wander 
Slippery Rock Pavilion  
9/12 | 6-7:30 p.m. 

Explore native wildflowers and other plants with park 

educators and an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist, 
on this early evening leisurely hike at around the 
Slippery Rock. Meet at the Slippery Rock Parking Lot. 
Registration required. Please register by 9/10 online or 
call 330.740.7107 ext. 129. No walk-ins. No pets. $3 
per person.

Mushroom Meander 
Slippery Rock Pavilion  
9/13 | 10-11:30 a.m. 

Join Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist Gary Davenport 
and a Park Educator to find the first fungi of the season. 
Meet at the parking lot of Slippery Rock Pavilion. Hike 
may be up to 1.5 miles with uneven and wet terrain. 
Dress for the weather. Bring a mushroom field guide 
if you have one. Registration required. Register/pay by 
9/11, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. No walk-ins. 
No pets. $3.

Early Bird Birding 
Newport Wetlands  
9/20 | 7:30-9:30 a.m. 

Keep your eyes peeled for fascinating feathered 
travelers as we search for fall migrants along the 
Newport Wetlands and Channel Islands trail. Register by 
9/18, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. No walk-ins. 
No pets. Ages 10+. FREE

Birding the George L. Fordyce Park  
George L. Fordyce Park (formerly Mill Creek Wildlife 
Sanctuary) 
10/18 | 8-9:30 a.m. 

Enjoy birding with Jeff Harvey on this early morning 
hike at the George L. Fordyce Park (formerly Mill Creek 
Wildlife Sanctuary), 2650 W. Calla Rd. Space limited. 
Boots required. Moderate. 1.25 mi. Register by 10/16, 
online or call Ford Nature Center 330.740.7107 x 129. 
FRE

  PARK WANDERINGS

Slippery Rock Pavilion  
10/17 | 9-10 a.m. 

Join Educator Miss Lynn for Park Wanderings, a leisurely 
stroll at different Park location. This month let’s wander 
to the Slippery Rock area on Robinson Hill Dr. Dress 
for the weather. Register/pay by 10/15, online or call 
330.740.7107 x 129. No walk-ins. No pets. $5

Ford Nature Center 
11/14 | 9-10 a.m. 

Join Educator Miss Lynn for Park Wanderings. This 
month let’s wander the Park on an end-season-trolley 
tour on the Cohasset Express. Meet at Ford Nature 
Center, 840 Old Furnace Rd. Dress for the weather as 
the trolley has no heat. Register/pay by 11/12, online 
or call 330.740.7107 x 129. No walk-ins. No pets. $5. 
Accessibility Notice: The Cohasset Express Trolley is 
not accessible for individuals using wheelchairs or with 
certain mobility impairments.

Invasive Flora and Fauna Walk & Talk 
Ford Nature Center
9/21 | 2-3:30 p.m.
Take a walk with a Park Educator and learn about the 
origins and ecology of nonnative, invasive species here 
in Northeast Ohio. Meet at Ford Nature Center. Ages 
10+. Easy-Moderate. 1 mi. Register by 9/19. No walk-
ins. No pets. FREE

  KIDS & FAMILIES

Nature Explorers - Seed Science 
Ford Nature Center 
9/13 | 1-2 p.m. 

Calling all 1st-3rd graders! Join our new program - 
Nature Explorers - where each month we will explore 
nature through experiments and hands-on activities. 
This month is Seed Science. Learn all about seeds and 
how important they are in nature. Activities include an 
outdoor seed scavenger hunt. Dress for the weather. 
This is a child only program. Parents will drop off 
and pick up. Register/pay by 9/11, online or call 
330.740.7107 x 129. $7

Critter Tales: Seasons Change 
Ford Nature Center 
9/25 | 10-11 a.m. 

Ages 3-5, plus adult. Fall has arrived and animals are 
getting ready for the changes it will bring. We’ll read a 
story and learn about how the autumn season affects 
wildlife through fun and games. Use all of your senses 
on a hike around Ford Nature Center’s Ecology Trail. 
Create a nature craft to take home. Register/pay by 
9/23, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. $5 per child.

POP-in Creature Feature: Rodents 
Ford Nature Center 
9/28 | 1-4 p.m. 

From eastern chipmunks to beavers and house mice 
to fox squirrels, rodents are everywhere! Scurry on 
over to Ford Nature Center for a rodent themed pop up 
educational exhibit for all ages. A Park Educator will be 
on site to answer your gnawing questions about rodents. 
Get creative with a squirrel craft for children. Walk-in, 
1-4 p.m.. Craft first come first served while supplies 
last. FREE

Pick a Pumpkin Tractor-Wagon Rides 
MetroParks Farm  
10/18, 10/19 | 1-2 p.m. 

Take a tractor-wagon ride to the pumpkin patch to pick 
a cannonball size pumpkin. Dress for the weather and 
note pumpkin patch can be muddy. Barns are open. 
Meet at the Education Building at the MetroParks Farm 
in Canfield. Register/pay online or call 330.740.7107 x 
129. $5

  TROLLEY TOURS

End of Summer Trolley Tour 
Ford Nature Center 
9/2,9/7,9/,9/11,9/14,9/16,9/21,9/23,9/30 | 1:30-2:30 
p.m., 3-4 p.m. 

Enjoy the end of summer in Mill Creek Park with natural 
and historic views aboard the Cohasset Express. Limited 
seating. Boards at Ford Nature Center. Register/pay by 
8/31, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 
R, $12 NR; Seniors/Youth: $7 R, $9 NR. Accessibility 

Notice: The Cohasset Express Trolley is not accessible 
for individuals using wheelchairs or with certain mobility 
impairments.

End of Summer Trolley Tour 
Ford Nature Center 
9/28 | 3-4 p.m. 

Enjoy the last days Summer in Mill Creek Park with 
natural and historic views aboard the Cohasset Express. 
Limited seating. Boards at Ford Nature Center. Register/
pay by 9/26, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. 
Adults: $10 R, $12 NR; Seniors/Youth: $7 R, $9 NR. 
Accessibility Notice: The Cohasset Express Trolley is 
not accessible for individuals using wheelchairs or with 
certain mobility impairments.

Rock the Park - a Geological Exploration of Mill 
Creek Park 
Fellows Riverside Gardens  
9/27, 10/25 | 10 a.m.-Noon 

Ever wonder how Mill Creek Park was formed? For 
much of geologic history, Ohio was underwater and near 
the equator! Join us on the Cohasset Express Trolley as 
we travel back over 300 million years and explore the 
formation of the Park throughout geologic time. Learn 
about the bedrock of the Park and how the Ice Age 
shaped the Park that we all love. Where possible, we will 
hop off to investigate geologic features up close. Trolley 
boards at Fellows Riverside Gardens. Register/pay online 
or call 330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 R, $12 NR; 
Seniors/Youth: $7 R, $ 9 NR. Accessibility Notice: The 
Cohasset Express Trolley is not accessible for individuals 
using wheelchairs or with certain mobility impairments.

Rock the Park - a Geological Exploration of Mill 
Creek Park 
Fellows Riverside Gardens 
10/9 | 5-7 p.m. 

Ever wonder how Mill Creek Park was formed? For 
much of geologic history, Ohio was underwater and near 
the equator! Join us on the Cohasset Express Trolley as 
we travel back over 300 million years and explore the 
formation of the Park throughout geologic time. Learn 
about the bedrock of the Park and how the Ice Age 
shaped the Park that we all love. Where possible, we will 
hop off to investigate geologic features up close. Trolley 
boards at Fellows Riverside Gardens. Register/pay by 
10/7, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 
R, $12 NR; Seniors/Youth: $7 R, $ 9 NR. Accessibility 
Notice: The Cohasset Express Trolley is not accessible 
for individuals using wheelchairs or with certain mobility 
impairments.

Haunted Trolley Tour - Ghosts & Legends of Mill 
Creek Park 
Ford Nature Center 
10/3,10/4, 10/10,10/11,10/17,10/18,10/24,10/25,10
/31 | 6:45-8 p.m. 

Is Mill Creek Park Haunted? Journey into the Park at 
night aboard the Cohasset Express trolley to look for 
ghostly figures and unexplained orbs of light while 
docents share otherworldly stories. Don’t miss this 
nighttime adventure in the Park. Meet at Ford Nature 
Center. Ages 12 and older. Limited seating available. 
Reservations required. Register/pay by 10/1, online or 
call 330.740.7107 x 129. $20

Autumn Trolley Tour 
Ford Nature Center 
10/7,10/21,10/28 | 1:30-2:30 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 

Enjoy Autumn in Mill Creek Park with natural and historic 
views aboard the Cohasset Express. Limited seating. 
Boards at Ford Nature Center. Register/pay online or call 
330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 R, $12 NR; Seniors/
Youth: $7 R, $9 NR. Accessibility Notice: The Cohasset 
Express Trolley is not accessible for individuals using 
wheelchairs or with certain mobility impairments.

Autumn Trolley Tour 
Ford Nature Center 
10/12,10/19 | 3-4 p.m. 
Enjoy Autumn in Mill Creek Park with natural and 
historic views aboard the Cohasset Express. Limited 
seating. Boards at Ford Nature Center. Register/pay by 
10/10, online or call 330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 
R, $12 NR; Seniors/Youth: $7 R, $9 NR. Accessibility 
Notice: The Cohasset Express Trolley is not accessible 
for individuals using wheelchairs or with certain mobility 
impairments.

End of Season Trolley Tour 
Ford Nature Center 
11/2,11/4,11/9 | 1:30-2:30 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 
Enjoy an end of season trolley tour in Mill Creek Park 
aboard the Cohasset Express. Limited seating. Boards 
at Ford Nature Center. Register/pay online or call 
330.740.7107 x 129. Adults: $10 R, $12 NR; Seniors/
Youth: $7 R, $9 NR. Accessibility Notice: The Cohasset 
Express Trolley is not accessible for individuals using 
wheelchairs or with certain mobility impairments.

Donors and Memorials

Friends would like to 
acknowledge and thank the 

following for their donations and 
or memorials to support Friends 

of Fellows Riverside Gardens:

In Memory of James Baker
Ronald and Cheryl Ogrodnik

In Memory of Ellen Handel
Arthur Ziegler

Donations
William and Emily DeToro

Marcia Haire-Ellis
Glen Gardeners

Ed and Marguerite Hassay
Steven and Carol Kalavsky

Gene Pusateri
Patty Rush
Louise Vett
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Mill Creek MetroParks - Fellows Riverside Gardens
Free and open daily, dawn until dusk

D.D. and Velma Davis Education & Visitor Center
Information Desk 330.740.7116
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 5 pm
	 Closed: Mondays 
	 Closed: Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day

Shop in the Gardens
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday - Noon - 5 pm

Garden Café
Tuesday - Sunday, 10 am - 4 pm 

General inquiries about Fellows Riverside Gardens 
email: 	info@friendsoffellows.org 
Visit: 	 FriendsOfFellows.org
	 millcreekmetroparks.org

Electronic Service Requested

FRIENDSFRIENDS
of Fellows Riverside Gardens

Save The Date:
Shop in the Gardens

Welcome Fall Sale Week September 23-28

On the Terrace at 5! Oktoberfest
Café Terrace, Fellows Riverside Gardens
Wednesday September 24, 5 – 7:30 p.m.

Pumpkin Walk at Twilight
Sunday October 12 – Fellows Riverside Gardens 4 – 8 p.m.

Autumn Harvest Kitchen– Horticulture Class
Thursday October 16, 11 a.m.

Registration and cost TBD 

Shop in the Gardens
Member Only Event - Holiday Open House

Thursday November 6, 5:30 – 8 p.m.


